KRISHNA KUMARI

MESSENGER: Let the Presence show mercy! I am but
the servant of Sindhia, and must do what he commands.
Perforce I brought this basket, but I never meant to
deliver it

SARUP SINGH: You would have been wiser, in that
case, not to have brought it in here. Now open it.

BHIM SINGH (like a man awakening from a dream}:
Open; have no fear. Sarup Singh, hear him patiently,
whatever his message.

MESSENGER (uncovering the steel headpiece <?/SANGRAM
SINGH) : The Maharaja Sindhia sends you this.

BHIM SINGH (gazing at it}: The towers of Mewar
fall. This man kept the kingdom when my father was
a child.

SARUP SINGH: The ancient Rajput valour lies dead.
Now am I sure that all is finished. Tell us by what plot
of secret assassination your master slew this prince of
heroes? How came it that the dagger beat down the
spear. (Threateningly.) Speak swiftly; and in the presence
of the Chief of the Sisodias remember that thou art a
slave.

MESSENGER: The Maharaja heard of Rajputs moving
to save you. He caught them as darkness was falling.
They are dead.

BHIM SINGH (mildly): Go in peace.

[Exit MESSENGER.

SARUP SINGH (examining the headpiece): A bullet-
notch against the temple. I told you often, brave head^
that our Rajput valour was no match for this world that
shoots with guns and cannon. Unhappy and perplexed>

80